3oo                      SHOLAPUR DISTRICT
is of inferior quality. Of pulses, tur (155 square miles) and gram (104) are important; math and kulith occupy 64 and 37 square miles respectively. Oilseeds (292 square miles) are grown in rows among the jowar. Of other crops, chillies (9 square miles), cotton (72 square miles), and san~hemp (45 square miles) are the most important. There has been a gradual tendency of late years to discard old forms of field-implements in favour of more modern appliances ; and especially is this the case with iron sugar-cane presses and iron ploughs. The latter were exhibited in Bombay in 1904, and have been ordered by several cultivators. Iron lifts for wells have also taken the place of leathern bags in many places. The opening of cotton-mills in Sholapur city has led the people to pay more attention to seed-selection and staple; while the better kinds of manure are now largely employed for sugar-cane cultivation.
During the ten years ending 1904, 18-3 lakhs was advanced to agriculturists under the Land Improvement and Agriculturists' Loans Acts. Of this sum 5 lakhs was advanced in 1896-73 and 9 lakhs during the three years ending 1901-2.
The chief breeds of cattle are the khilari^ raised by Dhangars ; the desi, bred by Lamanis, and breeds from Malwa, Gujarat, and Gokak in Belgaum. The khildri breed is the best, and the desi is the commonest. Buffaloes are classed as gaulis or 'milkmen's/ and desi or * local/ The famine of 1876 and the Afghan War of 1879 combined to deprive Sholapur of its reputation as a pony-breeding District. The Civil Veterinary department, however, maintains 3 pony stallions at Sholapur, Sangola, and Karmala. The dry plains of the southern tdhikas are specially suited for rearing sheep and goats. The Dhangars breed flocks of sheep, and the poorer classes keep goats. Donkeys are bred by Beldars or quarrymen, and pigs are reared by Vaddars or earth-workers.
The chief irrigation works in Sholapur District are the Koregaon, Ashti, Ekruk, and Mhasvad lakes. The first named is a pre-British work improved, and the three last are new works. Large projects have been undertaken at Patri, Budhihal, Bhamburda, Wadshivne, Hotgi, and Mangi. The total area under irrigation from various sources in 1903-4 was 127 square miles. Government works supplied 12 square miles, private canals one square mile, wells in square miles, tanks one square mile, and other sources 2 square miles. Koregaon lake, 13 miles north-east of Barsi, is formed by throwing two earthen dams across two separate valleys. The lake has now a capacity of 81,000,000 cubic feet and supplies 282 acres of land, the estimated irrigable area being nearly 2 square miles. The Ashti lake lies in the Mad ha tahtka, 12 miles north-east of Pandharpur. The lake when full holds 1,419,000,000 cubic feet of water. It is